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MASINT—Measurement and Signature Intelligence is information produced by quantitative and
qualitative analysis of physical attributes of targets and events to characterize, locate, and identify
them. MASINT exploits a variety of phenomenologies, from a variety of sensors and platforms, to
support signature development and analysis, to perform technical analysis, and to detect,
characterize, locate and identify targets and events. MASINT is derived from specialized,
technically-derived measurements of physical phenomenon intrinsic to an object or event and it
includes the use of quantitative signatures to interpret the data. The Director of DIA is both the
“Intelligence Community Functional Manager for MASINT” and the “DOD MASINT Manager.”
The National MASINT Office (NMO) manages and executes MASINT services of common
concern and related activities for the D/DIA in response to National and Department of Defense
requirements. If interested in learning more about MASINT, check out the NMO's primer here.

HUMINT—Human intelligence is derived from human sources. To the public, HUMINT remains
synonymous with espionage and clandestine activities; however, most of HUMINT collection is
performed by overt collectors such as strategic debriefers and military attaches. It is the oldest
method for collecting information, and until the technical revolution of the mid- to late 20th
century, it was the primary source of intelligence.

OSINT—Open-Source Intelligence is publicly available information appearing in print or
electronic form including radio, television, newspapers, journals, the Internet, commercial
databases, and videos, graphics, and drawings. While open-source collection responsibilities are
broadly distributed through the IC, the major collectors are the DNI's Open Source Center (OSC)
and the National Air and Space Intelligence Center (NASIC).

GEOINT—Geospatial Intelligence is the analysis and visual representation of security related

activities on the earth. It is produced through an integration of imagery, imagery intelligence, and
geospatial information.

The U.S. Intelligence Community is composed of the following 18 organizations:



Two independent agencies—the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) and the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA);

Nine Department of Defense elements—the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), the National
Security Agency (NSA), the National Geospatial- Intelligence Agency (NGA), the National
Reconnaissance Office (NRO), and intelligence elements of the five DoD services; the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Space Force.

Seven elements of other departments and agencies—the Department of Energy’s Office of
Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence; the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of
Intelligence and Analysis and U.S. Coast Guard Intelligence; the Department of Justice’s Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Office of National Security
Intelligence; the Department of State’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research; and the Department
of the Treasury’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis

As part of our ongoing transparency efforts to enhance public understanding of the Intelligence
Community’s (IC) work and to provide insights on national security issues, ODNI today is
releasing these unclassified key judgements from the National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) Conflict
in the Gray Zone: A Prevailing Geopolitical Dynamic Through 2030 and an updated IC Gray
Zone Lexicon dated July 2024.

Download the report and the lexicon.

Additional Reading:

Global Trends

Global Trends is designed to provide an analytic framework for policymakers early in each
administration as they craft national security strategy and navigate an uncertain future. The goal is
not to offer a specific prediction of the world; instead, our intent is to help policymakers and
citizens see what may lie beyond the horizon and prepare for an array of possible futures.

Global Trends 2040: A More Contested World (full site)
Global Trends 2035: Paradox of Progress

Global Trends 2030: Alternative Worlds

Global Trends 2025: A Transformed World

Global Trends 2020: Mapping the Global Future

Global Trends 2015: A Dialogue About the Future With Nongovernment Experts
Global Trends 2010

Annual Threat Assessments (ATAs)

Intelligence Community Assessments (ICAs)

National Intelligence Estimates (NIEs)

National Intelligence Council Assessments (NICAs)
National Intelligence Council Memoranda (NICMs)
Sense of the Community Memoranda (SOCMs)

Older Intelligence Products (1999-2015)



There are six basic intelligence sources, or collection disciplines:



